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EDITORIAL

Dear friends of the Agency,
New global cancer estimates from IARC indicate that the global cancer burden increased to 19.3
million new cases and 10 million deaths in 2020. This is projected to rise to 28.4 million new cancer
cases in 2040. The largest increases are expected to occur in low- and middle-income countries.
Among the most striking developments revealed by the new IARC estimates is that, for the ﬁrst time,
female breast cancer overtakes lung cancer in terms of number of new cancer cases worldwide, with
2.3 million breast cancer cases diagnosed in 2020. Breast cancer now accounts for 11.7% of all new
cancer cases in both sexes, and 24.5% of cancer cases in women. The time to act is now. The World
Health Organization (WHO) launched the Global Breast Cancer Initiative (GBCI) on 8 March 2021, on
International Women’s Day. The primary objective of the initiative is to reduce global breast cancer
mortality by increasing access to breast cancer early diagnosis and prompt comprehensive cancer
management. IARC took part in the oﬃcial launch of the GBCI and highlighted the large variety of
research on breast cancer that the Agency is involved in (including etiology, early detection, and
screening), on its website and social media. Indeed, IARC already has a wide range of programmes,
research studies, and publications that ﬁt perfectly into the GBCI that can support WHO in the
implementation of eﬃcient and cost-eﬀective solutions. A prime example is the African Breast
Cancer - Disparities in Outcomes Study (ABC-DO) on breast cancer survival, which is coordinated by
IARC.
Working in unison with WHO, IARC will provide strategic guidance to support governments in
prioritizing cancer in general, and breast cancer in particular, as part of their national health
agendas, oﬀering broader health, social, and economic beneﬁts. Millions of deaths from breast
cancer can be averted if the reductions in breast cancer mortality already achieved in high-income
countries are also achieved in low- and middle-income countries.
Best regards,

Dr Elisabete Weiderpass, IARC Director
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FOCUS ON BREAST CANCER

The Global Breast Cancer Initiative: a strategic
collaboration to strengthen health care for noncommunicable diseases
Working in unison with other United Nations agencies and
partners, WHO and IARC will provide strategic guidance to
support governments in prioritizing cancer in general, and
breast cancer in particular, as part of their national health
agendas. In many of its research projects, IARC
demonstrates its commitment to the WHO Global Breast
Cancer Initiative. For the past five years, IARC has
coordinated the African Breast Cancer - Disparities in
Outcomes Study (ABC-DO), aiming to understand how to
improve breast cancer outcomes among women affected by
breast cancer in sub-Saharan Africa. Learn more from Dr
Valerie McCormack, Co-Principal Investigator of ABC-DO.
WATCH THE VIDEO

World Cancer Day 2021: Breast cancer overtakes
lung cancer in terms of number of new cancer
cases worldwide
According to recent global cancer estimates from IARC,
the global cancer burden increased to 19.3 million new cases
and 10.0 million deaths in 2020. Worldwide, one in 5 people
develop cancer during their lifetime, and one in 8 men and
one in 11 women die from the disease.
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International Women's Day
- 8 March 2021: New report
highlights key measures to
improve
breast
cancer
outcomes in sub-Saharan
Africa.

Global
Breast
Cancer
Initiative: A Catalyst for
Change in Global Oncology
and
Noncommunicable
Diseases by Dr Benjamin O.
Anderson, Consultant, Cancer
Control, WHO

To mark World Cancer Day
2021, IARC highlighted some
of its key research projects,
and recently published IARC
research on breast cancer.
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